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Society: Book Reviews

Book Reviews
Daniel Murphree, Book .Review Editor
Water from Stone: Archaeology and Conseroation at Florida's springs.
By Jason O'Donoghue. (Gainesville: University of Florida
Press, 2017. Acknowledgements, illustrations, maps, figures,
tables, notes, index. Pp. xvi, 245. $74.95 cloth.)

The author, Jason O'Donoghue, has provided readers of this
book with enough technical information to support his ideas
regarding the human aspects of Florida's springs. Starting with
the geological processes that, over millions of years, have shaped
Florida's karst landscape, O'Donoghue gives a brief synopsis of
the evolution of the Florida Platform and the geologic events that
unfolded over vast expanses of time that led to the formation of
Florida's springs. The focus on the springs in the St. Johns River
Basin necessitates some emphasis on the geology of this region,
which the author provides. The geology of any area is often too
complex to adequately describe in an entire book, let alone a chapter, but O'Donoghue's synopsis is sufficient in the overall context
of the book.
The timing of the onset of spring discharge into the St. Johns
River Basin is addressed through the application of GIS modeling
using land elevation in relation to groundwater potentiometric
surface change through the late Pleistocene and into the Holocene. The model predicts that the springs in this region would not
have been capable of discharge until the potentiometric surface in
the Upper Floridan Aquifer reached an elevation of about twelve
meters below present levels. However, the author does not address
the possibility that springs that are currently inundated by the St.
[372]
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Johns River (like Croaker Hole) would have been flowing prior to
others that are located at higher elevations.
Much of the book's content focuses on the prehistoric archaeology of several of the large magnitude springs that discharge into
the St. Johns River including Salt Spring, Silver Glen Springs and
Silver Springs. The author provides archaeological evidence from
field investigations at these springs that supports his argument that
the onset of spring discharge in the St.Johns River Basin occurred
prior to the stabilization of sea level around 6,000 years ago. As
a result, previously held ideas suggesting that the construction of
large, fresh water shell mounds by prehistoric native people signaled the onset of significant spring discharge into the St. Johns
River Basin is called into question. The existence of Paleoindian
and early Archaic stone tools recovered from Silver Glen Spring
and Silver Springs provides evidence of human activities at these
springs that predate the cultures that constructed the iconic shell
mounds in the St. Johns River Basin.
The procurement and distribution of chert by prehistoric Floridians in the St. Johns River Basin is examined and the idea that
Silver Springs may have served as a gateway for the distribution of
lithic material into the basin is discussed. The analysis oflithic material (chert) from springs in the St.Johns River Basin provides insight
into the possibility that Silver Springs might have been a gateway for
bringing raw lithic material into the basin since chert does not naturally occur there. The author uses least-cost analysis to identify possible routes that could have been used to bring lithic material into
the area and compares provenance data from debitage and stone
tools recovered from springs in the St. Johns River Basin to explore
this idea. The analyses suggest that the import of lithic resources
into this area was influenced by proximity of the source areas and
the natural impediments in the landscape - it was easier to import
lithic material from areas closer and easier to get to.
The idea that springs have been sacred places to humans since
the first Floridians encountered them is discussed. Archaeological
evidence from Silver Glen Springs reflects the diversity of human
activities that have occurred in the area over many thousands of
years. Prehistoric Floridians from different cultural time periods
left behind evidence of how springs influenced their lives and how
they influenced springs. From habitation sites, burial mounds, shell
heaps and regional gathering sites, the author uses many lines of
evidence to show how intertwined humans are with springs. Even
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today springs elicit emotions that may reflect our long interaction
with these natural features. O'Donoghue argues that humans and
springs are entangled, both dependent upon the other for survival. Today, Florida's springs are suffering from declining flow and
groundwater pollution. Our ability to protect them from further
degradation depends on the collective will of our population to
change our land use and water use habits. This book does a great
job demonstrating the long relationship that has existed between
Floridians and springs and offers some insight into how we might
conserve these "magical waters" for future generations to enjoy.
GuyH. Means

Florida Geowgi,cal Survey

This Torrent of Indians: War on the Southern Frontier, 1715-1728. By
Larry E. Ivers. (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press,
2016. Illustrations, preface, notes, bibliography, index. Pp. viii,
292. $24.95 paper.)

The Yamasee War is the subject of Larry E. Ivers' latest study.
The conflict, waged three hundred years ago, threatened to
destroy the entire colony of South Carolina. Ivers offers his interpretation of the war which was fought between South Carolina
militia and their Native allies and members of the Yamasee tribe
and their allies, most of whom were Lower Creeks. In doing so he
deviates from traditional interpretations that end the war in 1717
and extends his analysis to cover the conflict another eleven years.
This Torrent of Indians is first and foremost a military history, written to illustrate the military operations, organization, strategy, and
tactics of both the Carolinians and the Yamasees. In doing so, he
demonstrates how Southeastern Indians reconceptualized warfare
in the eighteenth century.
Ivers begins by introducing the forty-five year-old proprietary
colony of South Carolina, which by 1715 was a hodgepodge of white
Protestants, black slaves, Indian slaves, and Settlement Indians.
Most Carolinians were agriculturalists and the only urban center
was Charles Town, a seaport featuring drinking water so brackish
it had to be mixed with liquor to be considered potable. However,
after the conflicts of Queen Anne's War and the Tuscarora War, the
colony "appeared to be the principal military power in southeastern North America" (19). However, Ivers notes that South Carolina
was only able to position itself militarily due to alliances with neighboring tribes, the Yamasees among them.
Published by STARS, 2022
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Colonial merchants initially established a trade with Indian
hunters for deerskins and other hides, but demands for labor within
the empire necessitated a new destination for Indian captives. Once
adopted into Native towns via traditions of national replenishment,
these captives became the source of a large Native slaving enterprise
that encouraged internecine warfare throughout the region. But
the economic ties holding cultures together began to fray as Carolina traders enslaved the families of indebted Native men. Demanding that their debts be restructured, Yamasee men and their Lower
Creek allies went to war against their former English friends.
Ivers charges that experience in both Queen Anne's War
and the Tuscarora War changed how Yamasees internalized warfare. During those wars, Yamasees organized large war parties and
razed entire enemy towns while accompanied by British officers
instead of limiting fights to small skirmishes or reciprocal raids.
But that experience also led them to underestimate South Carolina's military capacity, Ivers explains. According to him, Yamasees erred by not waiting for their Lower Creek allies to mobilize.
Doing so left the colony just enough breathing room to launch a
series of counterattacks into Indian country and recruit Cherokee
assistance against the Lower Creeks, which was facilitated when
an entire delegation of Creeks was assassinated by their Cherokee
hosts in January of I 716. Despite the move, Carolina leaders never
received the help from the Cherokees they desired, hoping as they
did for an invasion into and destruction of the Creek homeland.
But these efforts by Carolinians did reestablish trade with some
Indian nations and the easternmost Creeks moved closer to the
rest of their towns. Further, it set off a quarrel between the Creeks
and Cherokees that would last for decades.
By 1717 the war was in a stalemate. Hundreds of colonists had
died and the cattle economy had been so ravaged it would not
recover until the 1730s. But the conflict had also taken a toll on
the Yamasees, who had lost nearly half of their population and were
forced to relocate their towns near Spanish settlements in Florida.
Seeing an opportunity to extricate his people from the carnage,
Lower Creek headman Emperor Brims initiated peace talks with
Carolina and then helped to establish a policy in which Creeks
refused to be the sole ally of any one European country. Yamasee warriors, however, continued to strike north from Florida into
South Carolina. This left British officials with only one option, as
Ivers claims that no frontier defense was strong enough to insulate
the colony from attacks. In 1728, a battalion led by Colonel John
Palmer destroyed multiple towns near St. Augustine and largely
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol96/iss3/5
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frightened the Spanish. However, a larger attack by the Carolina
settlers never came as doing so risked open war with Spain, whose
defenses protected much of the Yamasee population. But neither
the Yamasees nor Spaniards ever countered, and the region settled
into an unannounced peace. After fourteen years of fighting, the
Yamasee War was over.
The British government dodged a bullet in the Yamasee War.
"South Carolina," Ivers reflects, "could have fallen" (201). Had
that happened, other Indian nations in the middle and northern
regions might have made their own attempts to rearrange the
colonial power dynamic. That the colony survived, he asserts, was
because American Indians refused to fight in major battles necessary for victory, and South Carolinians had "mental and physical
toughness" and "superior military skill" (23, 200-201).
Ivers achieves his goal of demonstrating the tactics, equipment,
and brutality of the war. In painstaking detail, he relates the chaotic
nature of the conflict. But his attention to detail can be distracting
for readers looking for larger themes in early American, American
Indian, and Atlantic histories. The book's lack of central argument
leaves the reader feeling a bit directionless at times. The book's
format also proves challenging, with some chapters covering three
days' time and others spanning up to seven years. He misses several
opportunities to engage the reader, especially in relation to how
changes in slave practices altered Native societies. The omission of
the Palmer Map, which Ivers claims "is a valuable research tool,"
is particularly frustrating (192). These quibbles aside, This Torrent
of Indians should provide some satisfaction for fans of colonial or
military history, but scholars hoping to research broader themes
in the region and era may want to continue searching elsewhere.
Jason Herbert

University of Minnesota

From These Honored Dead: Historical Archa,eology of the American
Civil War. Edited by Clarence R. Geier, Douglas D. Scott, and
Lawrence E. Babits. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida,
2014. Illustrations, tables, figures, index. Pp. vii, 311. $39.95
cloth.)

This book is the third major edited volume on Civil War
archaeology, along with Clarence Geier and Susan Winter's Look to
the Earth: Historical Archaeology and the American Civil War (1994) and
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Geier and Stephen Potter's Archaeologi,cal Perspectives on the American
Civil War (2003). Looking at this volume in light of the first two, we
see both convergence in archaeological approaches to Civil War
sites and diversification in the approaches we take to investigate
and interpret them. Mostly, this is beneficial growth.
Geographically, the sixteen chapters in this book cluster in Virginia and the Trans-Mississippi theaters, with Kentucky, Virginia,
Tennessee, Georgia, and South Carolina also represented. There
is one chapter on Florida; Brian Mabelitini's analysis of Confederate defenses of the Apalachicola River. Mabelitini uses KOCOA, a
modem military approach to studying combat scenarios, in conjunction with established historical and archaeological approaches
to analyze the disposition of Confederate troops, focusing particularly on the Hammock Landing Battery.
He is not the only contributor to invoke KOCOA as an interpretive device. Many other contributors use KOCOA on battlefields in
Tennessee (Espenshade), and the editors introduce it in the opening pages as a ·~unction of military practice with the historical and
archaeological record[s)" (6). They conclude the volume with an
appendix by Babits that summarizes KOCOA along with MET-T,
strategy-tactics-operations-logistics, and the Principles of War as a
precis for archaeologists interested in delving deeper into conflict
archaeology. These modes of interpretation are currently on the
rise in conflict archaeology, due to the writing of many authors
in this work (Scott, Babits, Smith, and Geier, in particular) and
the endorsement of the American Battlefield Protection Program.
While it cannot be said that these fail to add needed structure to
our thinking on past conflicts, I worry that the structure will inhibit
our ability to understand history's battles and the men who fought
them on their own terms.
Like the preceding volumes, the chapters in this volume are
largely focused on single sites, with deep, rich context on both the
history and archaeology of each. Unlike earlier works, however, we
do not have chapters on the big battles, such as Antietam or Bull
Run. There are works on smaller eastern battles, such as 3rd Winchester (Jolley) or Cedar Creek (Geier and Wood, Whitehorne),
and western battles, such as Palmito Ranch (Haecker) and Boonville, Missouri (Scott, Dasovich, and Thiessen). This emphasis on
smaller engagements allows the authors to more completely tell
the story of an event through historical archaeology than could be
done within the space of a chapter devoted to a larger engagement.
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Thiessen, Dasovich, and Scott delve into the one of the grizzlier incidents of the war, the massacre and skirmish at Centralia,
Missouri (late 1864). Like the application ofKOCOA, MET-T, and
their ilk to past situations, this chapter endeavors to apply modern
war crimes definitions to the event, after reviewing the history and
thin archaeological record of the events. They offer a needed primer on the emergence of laws and regulations governing combat
behavior, from the Lieber Code to the Geneva Conventions, and
how actions such as the Centralia Massacre could be understood
in modern terms.
Two chapters stand out as examples of something that I believe
we now need. Scott reviews Civil War archaeology in the Trans-Mississippi region and Smith does likewise for South Carolina. Both of
these summarize research to date, introducing surprisingly large
and diverse bodies of research for each area. They both also serve
as bases for future research, and parallel studies for Virginia, Tennessee (updating Smith's from 1994), and other areas are needed.
Most of these sites use similar approaches to research; either
standard excavation methodologies or systematic metal detector
surveys. Espenshade's work on Resaca, Georgia, proves again that
the latter approach can glean information from battlefields long
written off as "hunted out" by both professionals and relic hunters.
Also, Leach, Holland, and Balicki show how the application of magnetometer survey to campsites can be an effective tool for locating
these extremely ephemeral sites, focusing not on metallic artifacts
but on the remains of campfires. The technique worked on both
plowed and unplowed sites, and encourages us to delve deeper
into the application of geophysical survey to conflict archaeology.
This is, by and large, a book that focuses on battles, forts, and
camps. This is certainly no change from earlier volumes or other
writings on conflict in historical archaeology. It largely neglects
civilians and their wartime experiences, which is a significant deficiency. I doubt it is one of their own making, as few within historical
archaeology currently focus on this topic, but the lack of attention
in this volume helps to underscore this wider research shortfall.
Reeves's chapter on the Civil War at the Montpelier escape does
touch on the strain that armies placed on local resources, and how
those might affect civilian life, and Smith's overview of South Carolina research pays some light attention to the topic, but otherwise
the civilian populace goes unnoticed.
We see in this volume the convergence of Civil War research
around KOCOA and its comrades-in-arms, and the continued
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emphasis on rich, deep analysis of individual sites. As such, this
important volume represents a significant advance within Civil War
archaeology and possible paths for the development of conflict
archaeology more generally. Yet, for all of its professional advantages, the readability and clarity of the bulk of the chapters leave this
book very accessible to Civil War enthusiasts and others who have
a passion for the subject, but may not be practitioners in the field.
Carl G. Drexler

Arkansas Archeologi,cal Survey

Agriculture and the Confederacy: Policy, Productivity, and Power in the
Civil War South. By R Douglas Hurt. (Chapel Hill: University

of North Carolina Press, 2015. Acknowledgments, illustrations,
appendix, notes, bibliography, index. Pp. xi, 364. $45.00
paper.)
This book covers the relationship between the farmers and
planters of the Civil War South, their agricultural produce, the
market, the Confederate government, and the region's relations
with the British. It is organized mostly like a story with event after
event. Most chapters begin with January 1 and end with December
31. Hurt has divided the Confederacy into two areas, the Eastern
Confederacy and the Western Confederacy, with the Appalachian
Mountains between. It is an effective organization. Hurt emphasizes central government policy (especially impressing [seizing] farmers' and planters' produce instead of paying market prices), the
enemy damage to crops, the development of trade with the enemy,
and the growing anger against the government in Richmond.
Hurt did not present a thesis, but he essentially provided evidence to prove that for nearly the first two years of the Civil War,
southerners were convinced that their farmers and planters could
produce enough food to feed both civilians and the army until
the northerners got tired of fighting the war, but the demands of
warfare-their own government took away their mules and horses
(essential for plowing), the railroads were not capable of moving
both food and military goods, and the enemy adopted a policy of
destroying crops in the fields and storehouses, as well as agricultural tools-reduced the amount of agricultural production so much
that civilians in the cities were experiencing serious hunger by 1864.
As an example, two of the three states that raised mainly cattle
(Florida and Texas) were the farthest from where the Confederate
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military needed beef or bacon to be. The railroads could effectively reach neither. Up to late 1862, Texans could drive their
cattle across the Mississippi River to sell to the military. Florida
cattle were farther away and their owners could get higher prices
for their beeves at home. After the enemy gained control of the
entire Mississippi River in 1863, Florida was the only source of meat
for Lee's soldiers who were on half rations. Floridians struggled to
drive cattle northward until the end of the war in an effort to meet
military needs.
Hurt tacked on at the end of the book an Epilogue that lightly covers several years after the war ended, focusing on the fate
of southern agriculture from tobacco to cattle, markets to credit,
and labor to land. The author has gone beyond both Paul Wallace
Gates' Agriculture in the Civil War (1965) and John Solomon Otto's
Southern agriculture during the Civil War era, 1860-1880 ( 1994) in the
breadth of scope covered, and Hurt integrated into this book many
new ideas published in recent journals. The four years of Hurt's
lists of prices of agricultural produce in the South, placed at the
appropriate times throughout the story, will be useful for other
scholars. Bringing to the attention of Civil War scholars and other
readers the importance of agricultural produce during the war
and the Union Army's decision to ruin produce, crops, tools, hogs,
and cattle until the end of the war is extremely important. The
author also has built a strong primary source bibliography of letters, diaries, and newspapers; I regret he didn't consult The Papers
ofJefferson Davis, vols. 7-11 (1992-2003), ed. Lynda Lasswell Crist,
especially because there was much correspondence between planters and local officials regarding Confederate government policies
that crossed Jefferson Davis's desk.
Throughout the book, Hurt supports his main theme by pointing out that every time the government expanded the age range
for conscripting men and boys, taking them out of the agricultural
fields to put them on the battlefield, the government was undermining its base: the ability to produce food to feed both soldiers
and civilians. The author also follows the attitudes and actions of
the planters and newspapers in relation to the war-from certainty that agriculture would win the war if all the producers would
be patriots and abandon cotton and tum to food crops, to anger
because of the imposition of impressment prices rather than market prices, and then to trading with the enemy through the lines
for necessities, and later to trying to rebuild their monetary capital.
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In addition, Hurt covers slaves and their transmission to freedom
the role of women, the role of cotton, and other topics from 186i
to 1866.
The book has some deficiencies. Sometimes it is hard to know
which year you are reading about and there are more than a few
confusing long paragraphs. More importantly, some footnotes
do not cover all the new items introduced in long paragraphs.
Finally, the author repeats often that King Cotton was important
in the Confederate government's diplomacy with Britain, despite
research published since 2010 that has provided evidence to the
contrary.
This book should be read by every serious scholar interested
in how the South lost the Civil War. It studies a very important reason that the Confederacy lost the war that has been almost totally
neglected-the Union Army's war against agriculture.
Judith Gentry

University of Louisiana at Lafayette

Silent Films in St. Augustine. By Thomas Graham. (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 2017. Illustrations, notes,
bibliography, Index Pp. vii, 207. $24.95 cloth.)

There are a million ''I'll bet you did not know ... " questions, but
one of the most stunning answers is that the American film industry, so closely associated with Hollywood, California, almost had its
permanent home in St. Augustine, Florida.
How? Time, circumstance and really good weather.
The American movie business began in metropolitan New
York in the early 1900s. The positives were many - easy transportation anywhere with ferries and then the subway, lots of actors eager
to break into the movies and numerous locations for both country
and city filming.
The negatives were just one - lousy weather. New York is perfect
for movies from mid-October to mid-May, but the winter months
are horrific for making movies. The city has too much snow, ice,
slush and freezing days for the cinema.
That's why the film producers of the early era, in which silent
films flourished, looked to warm and sunny climates to make their
films. They did not first move to Hollywood, California, though,
as everybody believes. They took their scripts, extras, cameras,
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costumes directors and sound stages to St. Augustine, Florida,
bought some wide brimmed straw hats to block the sun and started
rolling their cameras.
Their story is nicely chronicled in Thomas Graham's Sil,ent
Films in St. Augustine. In it, Graham, a film historian and writer,
tells the story of the many film companies that fled New York for
St. Augustine and how they made movies from 1913 to about 1920,
before leaving for Los Angeles and Hollywood and Vine. It is a colorful, well-written book, just scrumptious in some places, that not
only tells you the story of the movies in the Florida city, but a lot
about the producers, directors, actors (and a few millionaires, too)
who lugged their cameras through thousands of Florida palm trees
and over countless Sunshine State beaches to create a booming
industry- for a while.
Graham chose to write the book year by year and studio by
studio. That gave him a way to incorporate stars, directors and local
people into the story. It worked. He also included a lot of films with
big silent movie stars, such as Tom Mix, Theda Bara and the legendary Rudolph Valentino. He explained carefully that the great
locations in St. Augustine helped lure filmmakers. They included
the luxurious Ponce de Leon and Alcazar hotels, miles and miles
of beaches, mansions with unique Spanish architecture, orange
groves, and even a local baseball stadium.
He has his scandals, such as film company President]. Stuart
Blackston arrested as he tried to climb up the balcony of a hotel
while drunk. He has magnificent anecdotes. The best is the purchase of a huge yacht, the Cosette, by a producer who planned to
use it for dozens of films. The yacht caught fire in the third movie,
though. The producer did not blink an eye. He filmed the burning
of the yacht and rewrote the story to put the fire into it.
Graham unearthed some real cultural history, too, such as the
story of the film Florida Enchantment, in which actors are shown as
transgendered (and this back in 1914!). He adds the story ofa local
newspaper than ran its own "Win a Role in a Movie" contest that
increased circulation by over 600 readers. The winners not only
landed a role in a movie, but were sent to New York for several weeks
and treated like celebrities. There are wonderful stories about how
film companies transformed ordinary scenes into Mexican coastline
and jungles in India. He has photos of old west forts erected next to
a somber looking cemetery and photos of the old Hollywood practice of local dignitaries giving stars awards for, well, for being stars.
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Oh, the photos. They are a wonder. Graham plundered old
movie magazine files, naturally, but also has pictures from numerous historical sites, such as the St. Augustine Historical Society,
Margaret Herrick Museum, the Florida state archives and the University of Florida archives.
There are two weaknesses in the book. First, Graham does not
write much about the fledgling movie colonies in nearby Jacksonville and in Miami. Producers made numerous films there, and for
the same (weather) reasons. He should addressed these ventures
to provide some contrast to St. Augustine. Second, and more serious, Graham wrote little about the demise of films in St. Augustine.
The moviemakers were very happy in St. Augustine, but Hollywood
offered all of the same inducements and weather in Los Angeles,
whose political leaders immediately realized that not only would
the film colony provide thousands ofjobs but give their city worldwide publicity. The city fathers in Los Angeles worked hard to provide everything Hollywood cinema needed (fewer union problems,
too). City fathers in St. Augustine, Jacksonville and Miami did not.
Hollywood won the big film battle, and in just a few takes, too.
Despite those omissions, Graham's book is a treasure trove of
information on the movies in St. Augustine. It is a MUST read for
film aficionados.
Bruce Chadwick

New Jersey City University

Di,rie Highway: Road Building and the Making of the Modern South,
1900-1930. By Tammy Ingram. (Chapel Hill: University of

North Carolina Press, 2013. Preface, illustrations, maps, notes,
bibliography, index. Pp. xiv, 272. $29.95 cloth.)
The construction of the Dixie Highway between 1915 and 1926
opened Florida to the now iconic automobile vacation. More than
a single highway, this network linked Northern cities like Chicago,
Detroit, and Indianapolis to Florida and the South. More than
just a tourist route, the Dixie Highway also eased local automobile
travel while connecting farms and businesses to expanded markets.
Despite its useful qualities, the construction of a multistate system
of roads was a daunting task to accomplish in the political climate
of the early twentieth-century South. Tammy Ingram's Dixie Highway: Rnad Building and the Making of the Modern South, 1900-1930
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details the complicated political and social relationships that went
into the highway network's construction.
It is Ingram's assertion that the building of the Dixie Highway was critical to both the development of today's vast highway
system and the modern South. Ingram argues this transition did
not come without a federal Progressive movement challenging
the established Southern Populist order. While the building of
a major infrastructure project like the Dixie Highway required
federal organizing, Southern localities, with a tradition of states'
rights and populism, were able to manipulate the overall project
to their advantage. To this point, Ingram argues that an alliance of
automakers, local officials, civic boosters, and citizens were able to
negotiate the localities benefiting from connections to the highway
network (11).
To illustrate these points, the author has employed a chronological approach. A chapter devoted to the Good Roads Movement
shows the roots of highway building and provides the necessary
background to understand the complicated construction of the
Dixie Highway. The work that sets Ingram's argument apart from
the rest of the historiography comes in later chapters. "Modern
Highways and Chain Gang Labor, 1919-1924" and "Paved with Politics: Business and Bureaucracy in Georgia, 1924-1927," both present the nuanced argument alluded to in the book's overall thesis.
While Ingram's research considers the South as a whole, Georgia is employed as a specific case study. The author has employed
sources from a number of Georgia state archives and newspapers
as well as archives from other Southern states to both contrast
and corroborate the Dixie Highway's history in Georgia. Multiple
historiographies, including those of the Good Roads Movement,
politics, and transportation are reflected in Ingram's work and the
author has navigated their key arguments skillfully.
Ingram has constructed an excellent narrative that draws automobility to the forefront of a discussion on the birth of the New
South. Political, social, economic, and cultural elements combine
to create a complicated history that the author narrates with clarity. Utilizing Georgia, the capital of the Modern South, as a lens for
this work is useful. Through Ingram's research readers can better
understand just how the construction of the Dixie Highway led to
the building of the New South. Ingram illustrates the odd coupling
of a national progressive Good Roads Movement with Southern
states-rights and limited government populism.
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While there are few shortcomings in Ingram's overall product,
the lack of a thorough discussion on the naming of the Dixie Highway is one of them. The highway project opened in 1915 and was
seen as a reconciliation between the North and South during the
fiftieth anniversary of the Civil War. While the author discusses this
reconciliation and the importance of Civil War battlefields for cultural tourism, as well as the battlefield routes that were precursor's
to some sections of the Dixie Highway, the book would have benefitted from a concise section covering both the importance and
implications of a name with Southern and Confederate connotations. While important, this is a limited oversight and does nothing
to distract from the overall premise of this work.
The historiography of the Dixie Highway will benefit greatly
from Ingram's Dixie Highway: Road Building and the Making of the
Modern South, 1900-1930. Previous research has presented the highway's story as part of other larger highway narratives or in articles
with a limited scope. Moreover, this is a useful work for scholars
of the South or automobility. This book, while limited in its coverage of Florida's highway, does help to fill the void in research on
the state's Dixie Highway construction. The complex nature of the
political history, while explained well by Ingram, limits the audience of this book to those with a scholarly interest in the topic.
Overall, Ingram has produced a solid contribution to the overall
historiography of automobility, Southern History, and the Dixie
Highway. Hopefully, Dixie Highway will encourage future scholarship on this fascinating road.
Kevin Mitchell Mercer

University of Central Ffnrida

Welcome to Fairyland: Qµeer Miami Before 1940. By Julio Capo
Jr. (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2017.
Acknowledgments, illustrations, maps, figures, tables, notes,
bibliography, index. Pp. xiv, 400. $29.95 paper.)

Julio Capo's Welcome to Fairyl,and explores what the author calls
"Miami's queer past." "Queer," as Capo uses the term, refers not
only to same-sex desire or gender nonconformity, but to a variety
of populations and behaviors that were considered transgressive or
suspect in 1890-1940: sex workers, interracial and intergenerational
couples, migrants, immigrants, transients, vagabonds, and hobos.
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Capo's book thus focuses on Miami's history as related to issues
such as race and class at least as much as on its history as related to
gender-bending and sexuality. Capo demonstrates how zoning in
the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth-centuries pushed the venues of what was considered "vice" outside the early boundaries of
Miami's city limits: to "colored" and working-class neighborhoods.
Middle- and upper-class white districts were zoned as "respectable."
However, their inhabitants could and did go slumming, and they
made the "vice" neighborhoods "the city's playground."
But the use of the "playground" by the elite did little to mitigate the violence, police surveillance, poverty, and crime endured
by its fulltime inhabitants, who were exploited and discriminated
against at every turn, as Capo argues. Though there were state and
local laws that criminalized gender transgressions and homosexual
acts, those laws were seldom enforced against white, middle- and
upper-class individuals. Capo gives as examples gender-bending
men and women such as Paul Chaflin, a wealthy interior decorator
who lived openly with his lover in a gay and gaudy lifestyle. Chaflin
was described by a contemporary as "absolutely the worst pansy I
have ever known" (102). But Chaflin and others of his class were
able to create in Miami "a queer space tailored to their distinct
taste without the contempt-and even with the tacit approval-of
law enforcement" (102). People of color and those of the working
class were the only ones likely to be prosecuted under laws that
criminalized gender or sexual transgressions.
By the 1920s, colored and working-class neighborhoods lost
much of their usefulness as a playground, Capo shows. All of Miami
came to be marketed as the "nation's playground" ( 48), to which
tourists were invited to partake of all forms of recreation, including
the transgressive. Miami became a "fairyland," in both the fantastical and gay sense, catering to visitors' diverse demands and desires.
It was a wide-open tourist resort where one could forget for a while
the stuffy norms of conventional society-but, as its white boosters
touted in contrasting Miami to the Caribbean, it was a "respectable" (i.e., white) place to safely experience the outre.
This transformation of Miami to a wide-open city happened
not without conflict. Miami's Protestant religious establishment
fought to curb fairyland's vices, even as Miami's powerbrokers and
boosters fought against those conservatives. In the interest of tourist business, the boosters promoted the image of Miami as a town of
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"semi-naked women surrounded by citrus" (216), as well as sexual
tourism and queer entertainment. It was, Capo argues, the image
of a wide-open Miami that became central to the city's transnational tourist economy.
But even when the "liberal" visionaries held sway, it was middle- and upper-class whites alone who profited from that liberality. "The very essence of marketing a white fairyland," Capo writes,
"depended on the notion of black inferiority" (144). That notion
was underscored in myriad ways, such as a 1934 Miami Daily News
illustration, reproduced in Welcome to Fairyland, of a middle-aged
white man sitting comfortably under a beach umbrella, a hugelysmiling black waiter handing him a drink, beneath the caption, "A
Mintjulep, Kunnel, Suh?" (143).
The fiercely competing visions for what Miami ought to be
continued into the 1940s, with urban boosters supporting liberal
policies in laws and zoning and conservatives wanting to impose
their rigid notions of Miami as a "model city." With the advent of
the Cold War period and the more conventional sexual morality of
that era, the conservatives won out. What followed was a crackdown
on Miami as a "Polluted Playground" (283) and on the sexual and
gender diversity that such "pollution" encouraged.
Capo's title Welcome to Fairyland: Queer Miami Before 1940,
and the book's cover, a reproduction of a John Singer Sargent
watercolor of naked men on a Miami beach, seem to promise a
gay city history, such George Chauncey's Gay New York (19944) or
Marc Stein's City of Sisterly and Brotherly Loves (2000). Readers who
come to the book expecting a sharp focus such as Chauncey's and
Stein's may be disappointed. However, Welcome to Fairyland is an
academically rigorous work for which Capo employed an impressive array of sources to create his history of "queer Miami," as he
defines the concept. His sources include newspapers; films; short
stories; paintings; songs; correspondence; minutes of city boards;
judicial hearings; police, medical and psychiatric records; commission reports; immigration logs; and more. He examined archives
in the United States, the Bahamas, Cuba, and Haiti. His thorough
research enables him to present in convincing detail the injustices
that abounded around race and class in the fairyland of pre-World
War II Miami.
Lillian Faderman
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The Supreme Court of Florida: Ajourney Toward justice, 1972-1987.

By Neil Skene. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2017,
Acknowledgements, illustrations, notes, bibliography, index.
Pp. xix, 506. $59.95 cloth.)

In the early 1980s the Florida Supreme Court Historical Society embarked on an ambitious project to publish a history of Florida's highest court. The goal was to write a definitive, readable,
and comprehensive history of the court that would be accessible
for both lawyers and the general reading public. Fortunately, after
over a decade of fits and starts, the society found two fine authors
that gifted the state, the nation, and the legal profession with two
excellent volumes. In The Florida Supreme Court and Its Predecessor
Courts, 1821-1917 ( 1997) and its successor volume The Supreme of
Florida, 1917-1972 (2006), Walter Manley II and Canter Brown,Jr.
set the bar high for studies of state supreme courts and any future
writers who write about the state's highest judicial tribunal.
In the next installment of the court's history, running from
1972 to 1987, Neil Skene's vivid portrayal of the court continues.
The society chose wisely in selecting Skene as the author of the
project. An accomplished journalist with legal training, Skene covered the court in the 1980s for the St. Petersburg Times until moving on to become the president and publisher of the Congressional
Quarterly Inc. At the Times Skene not only covered the court but he
interacted with many of the legislators of the time.
At first glance, a mere fifteen years would hardly seem sufficient to fill over 500 pages of text. (After all, these years only span
the two gubernatorial terms of Reubin Askew and Bob Graham.)
But these were years that were so transformative for Florida and
the court that this is not the case. In 1968 Florida voters approved
a new Constitution and four years later they approved Article V
which brought about court restructuring. The next fifteen years
witnessed the unfolding of massive judicial and political reforms as
membership in the state legislature and the Supreme Court grew
to represent modern Florida rather than its old "Pork Chopper"
past.
Skene's aim is to concentrate on "people who had a role in the
events of that era, including most of the justices themselves....
My goal," the authors states, "was to harmonize these individual
accounts with documents, articles, and cases to produce both a permanent record and a deeper understanding of how Florida's legal
Published by STARS, 2022

17

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 96 [2022], No. 3, Art. 5

BOOK REVIEWS

389

system and case law changed through that turbulent time" (xiii).
Skene accomplishes this task through extensive use of nearly sixty
oral histories, most of which he conducted himself over the last five
years. He also had access to the court's voluminous archives that
enabled him to discern relationships of the justices to the cases and
to themselves.
Skene's narrative begins in 1972 when Article V of the new
Florida Constitution was approved. Within a year a scandal rocked
the court when four judges were charged with wrong-doing. Two
resigned before they could be impeached and two others escaped
via mandatory retirement. This set-back, covered vividly by Skene's
fellow Times reporter Martin Dyckman in A Most Disorderly Court
(2008), gave Governor Askew the opportunity to appoint four
judges whom Skene refers to as "the Four Horsemen of a judicial
reformation": Justices Ben F. Overton, Arthur J. England Jr., Alan
C. Sundberg, and the Florida Supreme Court's first African American Justice, Joseph W. Hatchett.
In Part I, entitled "The Reformation," Skene narrates the
complicated march away from the old to the new court. Part II,
"The Life of the Law," includes chapter length topics taken up by
the court such as Personal Injury, Divorce and Family Litigation,
Environment and Growth, Reapportionment, Search and Seizure,
Open Government and Privacy. As well as the above mentioned
justices there are also full length chapters on Leander Shaw,Joseph
Boyd, Rosemary Barkett, Raymond Ehrlich, and Richard W. Ervin.
Not surprisingly, the court's involvement with the death penalty, beginning with the famous Spenkelink case appeal in 1973,
consumes a large number of these pages. The book begins the year
the U.S. Supreme Court effectively struck down every capital punishment law in the United States. The decision in Furman v. Georgia
(1972) declared that as it was carried out the decision of death was
inconsistent, arbitrary and fell disproportionately on minorities
and the poor. It took six more years for the Florida legislature to
cobble together a new death penalty statute that would meet the U.
S. Supreme Court's standards. With John Spenkelink's execution
in 1979 a greater portion of the court's time was consumed with
what Skene calls the "The Machinery of Death." Skene's adept coverage of this subject in three chapters should be mandatory reading for lawyers, policy makers, and the general public. Sadly, after
reading these pages it is difficult to come to any conclusion other
than one that amounts to the fact that the imposition of death in
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Florida-despite the painstaking efforts on the part of lawmakers,
court officials, and judges to make the process fair, non-discriminatory, and color-blind-is anything other than an arbitrary crapshoot.
Skene's vivid biographical sketches of members of the court,
political leaders, and court watchers enliven this study. The justices
come to life in these pages as do the legislators, practicing attorneys, and others associated with the court on many levels. A few
deserve special mention here: Chesterfield Smith, Talbot "Sandy"
D'Alemberte, Janet Reno, and Dempsey Baron. The sad saga of
Virgil Hawkins and his treatment by the court is also contained
within these pages. Skene's writing is smooth and highly readable.
His rich study of the court in the 1970s and 1980s adds to the growing body of works on Florida's recent legal, judicial, and political
history, such as memoirs by Fred Karl, Buddy MacKay, biographical
studies of Reubin Askew and Leroy Collins by Martin Dyckman,
Mary Adkins, Making of Modern Flnrida (2016), Susan McManus,
F/,orida Minority Trailhlazers, (2017), James M. Denham, Fifty Years
ofJustice, (2015), and Robert M. Jarvis ed. F/,orida's Other Courts,
(2018).
James M. Denham

F/,orida Southern College

Go, Flight! The Unsung Heroes ofMission Control, 1965-1992. By Rick

Houston and Milt Heflin. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 2015. Illustrations, foreword, sources, index. Pp. xx, 368.
$36.95 cloth.)
Such was the nature of late-Cold War modernity that American tourists seeking thrills on a summer vacation might have easily
found themselves snapping photos of rocket engines at the beachside spaceport of Cape Canaveral, Florida, or enduring the trek to
the recovered wasteland south of Houston, Texas, that, then and
now, serves as headquarters for the nation's human spaceflight
program. The National Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA) 's Johnson Space Center (formerly the Manned Spacecraft
Center, or "MSC") always lacked the visual allure of its Florida sibling (Norman Mailer compared it to a business college), but the
site was not without its thrills, including control rooms packed with
scores of visually fungible men in skinny ties and short-sleeved shirts
who monitored every bowel movement of America's space heroes
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to the Moon and back. Visitors to the MSC were routinely ushered
through "the" Mission Operation Control Room (actually, there
were two), where nothing actually happened, but always seemed like
it did. For reasons no one knew, the room was utterly captivating.
There has been, until very recently, little written on the constellation of windowless rooms that constituted NASA's Mission
Control Center, or "MCC"; more is forthcoming from the space history community, but until then, the curious will do well to peruse
Rick Houston and Milt Heflin's Go, Flight!This volume's title takes
its name from the cult-like incantations of the flight controllers
who kept space missions on track ("Go!)," and the tribal leaders in
charge of them: Flight Directors like Gene Kranz, Glynn Lunney,
and Christopher Kraft,Jr., from whose inspired mind Mission Control emerged, and whose name it now bears at JSC. Readers who
have spent time with any of the useful volumes in the University of
Nebraska Press's Outward Odyssey series (of which this volume is a
recent entry) will know the format of these works: evocative, affectionate description sprinkled with engaging recollections of the
historical actors themselves. Go, Flight! continues that trajectory of
hagiographic prosopography, supplemented by the recollections
of Flight Director Milt Heflin and smoothed-out by journalist (and
aptly named space writer) Rick Houston.
NASA chose Texas for its control center (which could have
been located anywhere) for reasons that-as with much of the
space program-don't really make any sense, and the rest is, as
they say, history. Academics seeking scholarly treatments of the
history of the Southwest or of real-time computing will find some
material of interest here, but at the core of the book are the stories
of a handful of individuals who, in the authors' estimation, haven't
received nearly as much recognition as the "Cathedral" in which
they worked. Drawn to MSC in its heyday, the men of the MCC
(and they were virtually all men) ran back-room simulations of
space missions day and night for years until they had extinguished
the word "panic" from their vocabularies. Neither the people who
designed spacecraft nor those who flew them, MSC's often anonymous engineers then made sure that NASA's near-celebrity astronauts and their cantankerous machines did what they were told to
do. When trouble struck, they radioed instructions to both, most
famously during 1970's near-fatal Apol/,o 13 mission.
To be clear, this was not thrilling work, even if it might put a
man on the Moon. The famous Earth map in the MCC that tracked
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space vehicles in orbit was mostly for show: numerical data pumped
from mainframe computers into clunky data terminals provided
flight controllers with everything they needed to know about what
was going right and what wasn't. The environment in which the
men worked was "virtual" before the concept even existed, but the
social networking they did was never about themselves. A pitymany of the flight controllers were straight out of a Hollywood writers' room: the hardscrabble farmer with ailing parents, the drifter
with a genius IQ, the steely war veteran who ran "the Trench" like
a foxhole in a North Korean winter. Most, though, were first-generation college graduates from Western A&Ms. Brilliant iconoclasts
from universities back East couldn't swallow MSC's regimentation
and boredom.
Go, Flight! is enthusiast literature at its best, with all of the benefits and weaknesses the genre entails. More useful as a primary
source than a secondary one, the book speaks of its subjects in the
reverent tones normally found in ecclesiastical documents. The
hyperbole is not necessarily undeserved. The picture that emerges
is of a kind of greatness thrust upon ordinary men who had the
good sense to know that MSC had given them the chance to do
something extraordinary, at least for a while. Flight controllers like
John Aaron, Jerry Bostick, and Bob Carlton neglected their families so much to do it well that NASA sent commendations to their
wives instead of them. And their tenure was often brief: every few
missions, chairs shuffled as men moved up NASA's administrative
ranks, or disappeared.
Due to the nature of the sources used in Go, Flight!, post-Apollo
spaceflight is all but absent, as are the voices of other key players.
Veteran defense contractors did the earliest work on the MCC and
were responsible for much of its success, but earn little mention.
Deep down, some flight controllers feared that NASA's space missions would have gone fine without them. Readers will gather that
the authors did not feel that a true scholarly treatment of the men
of the MCC-warts and all-would do them justice, but on that
note, I suspect that they were wrong. Go, Flight! may be the most
important volume ever written about people whose job it was to
sit for long periods of time and watch other people do incredible
things, but, then, these weren't average people, and their sitting
and watching were often nothing short of incredible.
Matthew H. Hersch
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On This Day in Florida Civil War Hist<Jry. By Nick Wynne and Joe

Knetsch. (Charleston: The History Press, 2015. illustrations.
Pp. 192. $21.99 cloth).
The Civil War is a period of American history that has proven to be popular among both scholars and enthusiasts based on
the countless interpretations of it presented in books, movies and
other mediums. However, scholars frequently overlook Florida's
role and importance within portrayals of the Civil War. Nick Wynne
and Joe Knetsch believe that Florida's importance in the war goes
far beyond the cattle and salt that the state provided for the Confederacy. On This Day in Florida Civil War History provides relief to
the absence of Florida in the works on the Civil War and illuminates the various ways the state and those living in it were effected
by and affected the course of the Civil War.
Wynne and Knetsch combine their extensive knowledge of
Florida and the Civil War to produce a book that exposes various
important wartime events that took place in the state of Florida.
Wynne has co-authored many books on nineteenth and twentieth century United States and Florida history. His expertise on
the subject of Florida in the Civil War is evidenced through his
previous publications, Florida in the Civil War (2001) and Florida
Civil War Blockades: Battling for the Coast (2011). Knetsch, another
Florida historian, has published a book on the Florida Seminole
Wars and co-authored Florida in the Spanish American War (2011)
with Wynne.
Wynne and Knetsch document the experiences and stories
of the Civil War in Florida in a day-by-day chronical of events as
they occurred. Through hundreds of entries covering topics ranging from the process of secession to the conflicts that arose from
the Union naval blockade of the state, a part of General Winfield
Scott's larger Anaconda Plan, Wynne and Knetsch show the diversity of events and experiences that occurred in Florida. For example,
on January 10, 1861, the state seceded from the Union by a vote
of 62-7, becoming the third state to leave the Union. In addition,
the authors give the reader an idea of how the war was fought in
the state of Florida between July 9, 1864 and July 12, 1864, when
small-scale skirmishes and naval raids were more common than
large battles. Some entries discuss the larger context of the War
itself. For example, in the May 2, 1863 entry, the authors address
the involvement of Confederate Floridian soldiers at the Battle of
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Chancellorsville, which gives readers perspective on the far reaching involvement of troops from the state in other Civil War theaters.
The daily descriptions of events accompanied by the occasional photograph help to create an image of what the Civil War was
like in Florida. The subjects covered are not limited to secession,
the blockade and Floridians' inclusion in larger Civil War events.
Other topics covered in this work include, the first confrontation
between Confederate and Union troops at the beginning of the
Civil War in Pensacola, the prelude, confrontation and conclusion
of the Battle of Olustee, Confederate Governor John Milton and
his role in the war including his attempted kidnapping, Conscription, the pro-Union presence in the state and others. The events
and conflicts illuminated by Wynne and Knetsch provide ample
avenues for future research on Florida's role in the Civil War.
This informative work is limited by the absence of bibliographical information on the sources used and the exclusion of an index.
The book provides an abundance of primary source information
that could serve as the basis for numerous research possibilities,
but without bibliographical information to derive the origins of
the information, researchers may find it difficult to find relevant
primary sources. A similar argument can be made for the absence
of a reference guide. The brief table of contents and absence of an
index make it difficult for researchers to locate specific information or events described in the book. Including bibliographical or
reference information would have been beneficial to the authors'
goal of making this book a reference guide or starting point for
future research on Florida's role in the Civil War.
These limitations aside, Wynne and Knetsch make the case
that there was much more going on in Florida during the Civil War
than production of salt and cattle. Their work demonstrates the
value and availability of further research opportunities on a number of areas of Civil War research in Florida. This book could prove
to be valuable in High school and Middle School classrooms as a
means of promoting student interest in what happened in their
home state.
Tyler Campbell
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